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EVERYDAY URBANISM

WEVIEWED BY GRACE KIM

As it book of essays written primarily by seademics from Southermn Califormia, its no
wonder that Everyday Urbanism takos on an academie tone. While T genesally found
the topies te e of interest, ot dmes the overly complex lnguage or anrelistie o
posals discouwrngod further reading.

Thee essuys are grouped inle two seetions; “Par |- Leoking at the City”™ and “Tart
2. Making the City”. This organization gives colesion to the diverse body of lopics
and allows for & non linear reading of the book; singlhe essays cus be read oul of
sequence without missing & mujor prenise or thesis.

Thar mathodol ol ol an analysas g thee book, the best
cxample hoing Walrer Wood's essay, *Urban Dianes Improvisation b West l]nadzmd
Califmia”. His socially minded projects wens ina
senies of obsenvation, amlysis, solution, s vision. However, Hood's attempt to high-
light social probloms aud petential solutions seems idealistic o confrontational 1o
thie intended users; the reality of proposing thal & eharel contribute o 16' wide strip

—

10 FROVIDE A CROSS SECTHON OF VIFWPOINTS, 2 PROFESSORS FROM REGIONAL
SCHOOLS WERE SOUCITED FOR THEIR INSIGHTS OK EVERYDAY URBANISM, EXCERPTS
OF THEIR COMMENTS FOLLOW

Everyday Urbosisan lell sme witl a mixed reaction 1o the topie, The sullors seem o
associale the disadvantaged, the dnug wddict, te prostitute, sod Use unemployed
wilh U everyiay. Are they sugiestingg thal the riel aid Gaious or e yupple doss
nol experience the everyday? Is there seme Kind of Ridden beoevolence in e
authors' words...a kind of design charity that attempts to mitigate the guilt of their
elass? Juhn Cluse seeties (o be the most fordrgil in his social posiion (as mone an
observer of U everyday, rtler D o participanty

The most uselul essay in the book, “The Present City and the Practice of ity
Design®, provides a sumamary of urban design listory and practice by John Kaliski
His diseussion of the elusive ebemiits of eily design: ephemeralilty, cacophany, mati-

af their parking lot to provide space for prostifute housing is a nalve and
able F U of his visions diminishes the
impiect of his pmpnse-d solutions.

Mona Houghton's, “The Urban Bricoleur.” presents a stark contrast 1o Hood's
peduntic unalysis. Her iptive words e the lushly kand-
scaped world of found objects created over many years by an aging recluse.

“Ermest disaggmred arounsd a bend. | sped up my pace but stopped when my eyes
Tound him again. He was standing in & small clearing, head back, youthfial in his tan
leseirnss and Light, diack greet Tshirt, both of which looked like e had snagged them
wul of 2 children's bin at the Goodwill Bul his face i what really caught me, anged-
like wonder, reveling in the satisfaction of what is, 8 eonnection made. Ermest was
peering wp at a skyful of blooming wisteria, stems heavy, bunches of blue hanging
down from an arhnr fat bumblebees diving in.™

eompased and prssess A mystical quality; pedagesing Black wnd white
color
Althoargh not intended s o smmary, Uhe b ey senees a8 a3

conclusion to the book's diverse body of work. *Quotidian Bricolugle™.
seres of student projects that resubted from two years of design studios taught at the
Sonsthern California Institute of Architectisre by Mangrel Craw(oed and John Kaliski
A brief explanation of Lhw program and  role presentation of sibected student pro-
fects abupitly conclude the book witlout discussion of the lessons leamed. While the
work wis inbriguing s a culmination of *looking” at and “making” the city, 1 felt
shortehanged with the sunnetion of wir ellors,

Groce H. Kim spenc hee sawycay in Seaths o3 on cichied! with Burgordie ond o on
uibxan ockvist with Achon: Suter City

pliciy and is both dense and thought provoking. He argaes that moch
of thie “esaating everydny world i mone potent and Beastifol ihan the ideal cithes of
professional urhanisis. [Good | city design fermees aul, valies, encozrages, und
the anid j It ol daily lifie wath rogard to both pro-
gram and form.*

1 ngree

Pol Hirzal s o Asocire Proleusor ol Archiessin of Wishingion Skt Uneeisdy. Ho coenl
inaeast |3 Inndoges bggsing

Everydy Urbanism is the product of 4 collective dedication 1o the issies of soctally
responsive, impravised and oly executed archi Tt conm
tors the trend that privib “srar” i . barge-scal pr\mluﬁs amid il abstrae-
tion of wohnalogy and socicty. um: -u-nnJl Tor a diffenent pract el pedagogy.
Ut awthers seek Lo reinstate urbanism as o diverse sel of eollective practices, a0
was before it was commandeered and controlled 55 o professional practice in the
e pieriod.
The buuk clearly offers .m insigthiful model for archibectund practice sl design
It is also I ive for a range of related actvities ad disci
plines. In cluablenging who nubes urban spice omd whisl constiioles “gowd™ wrban
Toam, it questions who and wiuit hoes pedigiogical value,

ol ol Accrilechee ol e
ulwal difsercs ina

Dr. Sherry McKay waches wch el haicory and thocey 1 lhe Scrox
University of Bxitish Colurkn, She hay esploed nases of gendes ond ¢
tonge of semingn, sublicoson ored exdibilion
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